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3 JANUARY 1839 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 3rd of January 1839 

Present 

His Excellency Governor Hull 

The Honorable The Senior Officer in Command of the Land Forces 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

The Council being assembled, the requisite oaths were respectively administered by His Excellency to the 

Members present. 

THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table a Despatch which had been addressed to him by the Secretary of State on 

the 8th of August last conveying to him Her Majesty’s pleasure in regard to the Appointment of 

the unofficial Members of the Legislative Council as also an Order of Her Majesty in Council 

for giving effect to the said Appointments which were both read by the Colonial Secretary. 

When the Council adjourned. 

______________________ 
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4 MARCH 1839 

Legislative Council Chambers Perth Western Australia 4 March 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

W.L. Brockman Esquire 

Thos Peel Esquire 

Wm Tanner Esquire 

Prayers 

This being the day appointed for the Meeting of the Council for the despatch of business pursuant to a notice 

dated 8 February last the undermentioned Members took the Oaths of Allegiance Supremacy and 

Abjuration viz — 

W.L. Brockman  George Leake 

Thos Peel  Wm Tanner, Esquires 

 and with the exception of George Leake Esquire likewise the Oaths of Office. 

THE GOVERNOR then addressed the Council as follows  

 Gentlemen 

 I have requested your attendance this much earlier than has been I believe the custom on former 

occasions because I am anxious that some important questions should be brought under your 

consideration before the estimate of the receipts and expenditure of the new finance year are laid before 

you. 

 As it is the first time that I have had the honor of meeting you for the despatch of business allow me 

before I proceed to other matters to take this opportunity of expressing the pleasure I felt that one of the 

first acts I was called upon to perform in assuming charge of the Government of this Colony, was to 

announce the receipt of an order of Her Majesty in Council nominating four Gentlemen not Officers of 

Government to be Members of the Legislative Council. 
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 The Government of Western Australia has by this measure made a most important step in advance in-

as-much as it is assimilated more nearly to the constitution of our own Country.   

 However anxious any Government may be, to promote to the utmost the welfare of a community it is 

frequently not so well able to judge of the probable results of any measure or of the way in which the 

desired good may be best effected as the individuals of the community themselves. 

 You Gentlemen who have been added to our number, may be regarded as the representatives of the 

interest of your fellow Colonists — Aided by your presence and advice we are relieved from the odium 

of being at once the framers and the executors of the laws and I must say that it is with me a chief 

source of congratulation that this responsibility has been taken out of our hands. 

 I have directed Lord Glenelg’s dispatch accompanying the order of Her Majesty in Council on this 

subject to be laid on the Table.   

 Among the papers before you will also be found a Copy of the Bill for the Government of Western 

Australia the same which has been from time to time received by the British Parliament ever since the 

establishment of the Colony as well as the Governor’s Commission and Instructions. 

 I have not thought it necessary to occupy your time with listening to either of these latter documents, 

because the one has already been made public, and the other is a transcript nearly of those furnished to 

my Predecessor with the tenor of which you are well acquainted. 

 Having thus noticed what seemed to me to be necessary as preliminary to our proceedings I will now 

state the course which the Government intend to pursue in bringing forward to the business of the 

Session. 

 Your concurrence is required to the following Bills which will be read a first time today. 

 A Bill for the adoption of various acts of the British Legislature relating chiefly to criminal matters. 

 A Bill for imposing additional duties on Spirits and an ad valorem duty on Wines and Tobacco.    

 These additional duties are required that our receipts may equal our expenditure.  The weakness of the 

Survey Force and the imperfect state of the lines of communications through the Country cannot be 

obviated without an increase of Revenue.   

 Besides which the estimate of the Expenditure for the year commencing April 1839 will be augmented 

by a charge upon it for the introduction of labor to be defrayed from the fund arising from the sales of 

land as adverted to in the Colonial Office despatch of the 7th March 1837. 

 This sum however having been carried to account in the estimates of the ensuing year it becomes 

necessary to supply the deficiency by the imposition of new duties.   

 And if taxation be at all necessary there is no activity upon which it can be more properly imposed than 

on those which I have before enumerated. 

 It seems to me that in making these luxuries the chief source of Revenue, every one is assessed for the 

necessary expenses of Government in as equal and just a manner as can well be devised. 

 Connected with this is a Bill for the Regulation of Customs. 

 The next Bill is one modifying and enlarging the proviso of an act already in force respecting the 

licences on Spirits, and lastly, a Bill empowering the inhabitants of any Township to assess themselves 

for the improvement of the Town. 
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 In addition to these several proposed Legislative enactments I must request your further attention 

Gentlemen to two papers which I have directed should be submitted to you, the one is an extract from a 

despatch lately received from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, referring to a 

correspondence with the General - commanding the forces in England, recommending the formation in 

the Colony of a Military Police force.   

 An arrangement subject to the approval of the Legislative Council will be made before the Close of 

Session to carry this suggestion into effect. 

 The other document is an Ordinance for appointing and authorising certain persons to be 

Commissioners and to act as Guardians to Emigrants being Minors sent to this Colony from the United 

Kingdom by a Society known as the Children’s Friend Society.   

 On this point as on every other at all connected with the supply of labor I confess myself to be 

extremely anxious for the deficiency of this vital principle to a rising Colony is much to be deplored.  It 

is felt in every work we attempt whether of a public or a private nature and of this we may be certain 

that we shall obtain no remedy except through our own exertions. 

 To this exposition of the several questions which will be brought forward for discussion I will only add 

that a statement of the Receipts and Expenditure will be prepared for your information so soon as the 

detail of the accounts can be accurately made out, up to the close of the present Finance Year when also 

an Estimate will be prepared of the sums required between the first of April 1840 and the 31 of March 

1841 to provide for that portion of the Civil Establishment chargeable upon the Colonial Fund. 

 I feel Gentlemen that it is unnecessary for me to press upon you the extreme importance of the proposed 

measures and I rely upon your zeal and ability to make such arrangements as shall but conduce to the 

interests of Government and the general welfare of the public. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR then presented the following Bills which were read a first time  

1. An Act for adopting and applying certain acts of the Parliament of the United 

Kingdom passed in the first year of the reign of her present Majesty in the Colony of 

Western Australia in like manner as other laws of England are applied therein. 

2. A Bill for the imposition of duties on certain enumerated articles 

3. A Bill for the Regulation of the Customs of Western Australia. 

4. A Bill to regulate the sale of Spirituous and Fermented Liquors by retail and the 

issuing of certain licences connected therewith. 

5. A Bill to enable the Inhabitants of any Township to assess themselves for the 

Improvement of the Town. 

6. A Bill appointing and authorising certain persons to be Commissioners and to act as 

guardians to Emigrants being Minors sent to the Colony from the United Kingdom by 

a society known by the style of “The Children’s Friend Society.” 

 Which were ordered to be read a second time, this day fortnight 18 March 1839 

Adjourned 

Walt Renshaw Cowan 

Clerk to the Council 
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18 MARCH 1839 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on Monday 18th March 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

W.L. Brockman Esquire 

Thomas Peel Esquire 

Wm James Esquire 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR having taken the Chair George Leake Esquire presented a petition from some 

individuals praying that the Bill for the Imposition of additional duties on Wines Spirits and 

Tobacco should not come into operation until the arrival of certain goods which had been 

ordered to be shipped for this Colony previous to the passing of the Bill.  

2. Ordered to be laid on the Table 

 The Order of the Day for the second reading of the Bills numbered respectively from 1. to 6. and 

described in the Minutes of the preceding day having been read the Bills were then read a 

second time and ordered to be read a third time on Monday first day of April 1839. 

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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Legislative Council Chambers Perth Western Australia 4 April 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor  

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

W.L. Brockman Esquire 

Thomas Peel Esquire 

Wm Tanner Esquire 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the day being read the undermentioned  

The Bills were read a third time and passed. 

No. 1 An Act for adopting and applying certain acts of the Parliament of the United 

Kingdom passed in the first year of the Reign of Her present Majesty. 

No. 2 A Bill for the imposition of Duties on certain enumerated articles. 

No. 3 A Bill for the Regulation of the Customs of Western Australia. 

No. 5 A Bill to enable the inhabitants of any Township to assess themselves for the 

improvement of the Town. 

No. 6 A Bill appointing and authorising certain persons to be Commissioners and to act as 

guardians to emigrants being minors sent to the Colony from the United Kingdom by 

a society known by the Style of the Children’s Friend Society. 

No. 4 A Bill to regulate the sale of Spirituous and Fermented Liquors by retail not being 

ready, was ordered to be read a third time on Monday the 22nd April. 
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No. 7 A Bill to amend an Act for the Regulation of Pilotage and shipping in the Harbours of 

Western Australia was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on 

Monday 22nd Instant. 

No. 8 A Bill for the Estimate of the Expenditure for the financial year commencing 1 April 

1840 was read a first time and ordered to be read a second time on Monday 22nd 

April. 

2. THE GOVERNOR laid on the Table Statements of the Receipts and expenditure for the past year and 

comparative statements of the Receipts and Expenditure for the Years ending 31 March 1838 

and 31 March 1839 for the inspection of the Members. 

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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22 APRIL 1839 

Legislative Council Chambers Western Australia Perth 22 April 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

George Leake Esquire 

W.L. Brockman Esquire 

Thomas Peel Esquire 

William Tanner Esquire 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the day being read a Bill to regulate the sale of Spirituous and fermented liquors by retail 

was read a third time and passed. 

2. A Bill to amend an act for the Regulation of Pilotage and Shipping in the Harbors of Western Australia 

was read a second time and ordered to be read a third time on Wednesday 1 May.   

When the Council adjourned to the next day Tuesday 23 April for the purpose of the second Reading of the Bill 

for applying certain Sums arising from the Revenue of Western Australia to the Service thereof. 

______________________ 
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23 APRIL 1839 

Legislative Council Chambers Western Australia Perth 23 April 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

And all the Members 

Prayers 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The order of the day being read 

 A Bill for applying certain Sums arising from the Revenue of Western Australia to the service of the 

same was read a second time and appointed to be read a third time on Wednesday 1 May. 

2. A Bill to amend an Act Intituled an Act to regulate the Establishment of Banking Companies was read a 

first and second time and appointed to be read a third time on Wednesday 1 May. 

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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1 MAY 1839 

Legislative Council Chambers Perth Western Australia 1 May 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

W J Brockman Esquire not present 

Thomas Peel Esquire    ditto 

Wm Tanner Esquire 

Prayers  

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. The Order of the day being read  

 The following Bills were read a third time and passed  

 A Bill to amend an Act for the regulation of Pilotage and Shipping in the Harbors of Western 

Australia. 

 A Bill for applying certain sums arising from the Revenue receivable in the Colony of Western 

Australia to the service thereof for the financial year commencing 1 April 1840. 

 A Bill to amend an Act Intituled an Act to regulate the Establishment of Banking Companies 

in the Colony of Western Australia and to enable the Proprietors of such companies to sue and 

be sued in the name of any one of their Public Officers. 

When the Council closed its sittings. 

______________________ 
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15 OCTOBER 1839 

Legislative Council Chambers Perth 15 October 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

Thomas Peel Esquire 

W. Tanner Esquire 

Prayers having been read, The GOVERNOR took the Chair and addressed the Meeting as follows. 

 Gentlemen 

 I have found it necessary to call this extraordinary Meeting of the Legislative Council in order to lay 

before you, the state of our Finances and to request that additional Funds may be placed at the disposal 

of Government to meet the much larger demands of expenditure, which have arisen than were 

calculated upon, when the estimates were formerly laid before you. 

 This increase is required on two accounts.  In the first place urgent requests have been made by many of 

the Colonists, that some measures should be adopted, whereby they may be assured of protection at all 

times against the attacks on their persons and properties, from the Native population. 

 My desire at the last Sessions of the Council was to have proposed the establishment of a Mounted 

Police Corps, but the calls from other quarters were so numerous and urgent, and our income so limited 

that I found it would be impossible to carry this adequately into execution without a considerable 

increased amount of taxation, and the measure was postponed accordingly.   

 At that time also it was my own belief, from the replies which I received to repeated enquiries 

respecting the demeanour of the Natives, in the more distant Stations of the Colony, that no violent 

outbreak among them, was to be apprehended, and that we might safely therefore delay for some time 

longer, before taking upon ourselves such an expense, as the establishment of even a small Police Force 

must necessarily involve. 
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 I regret to state that my expectations on this point have been deceived.  The last Sessions of the Council 

terminated on the 1st of May, and before the close of that month a communication reached the 

Governmnt from the Resident Magistrate at York of the wanton murder of a Defenceless female, and her 

infant child by a party of Aborigines in that district.   

 Active measures were immediately taken, by the Resident Magistrate for the capture of the offenders, 

but without success and the first excitement of feeling at this outrage had not subsided when another 

murder of a more daring character was announced of a youth of about 14 years of age who had charge 

of a small number of sheep within sight almost of the Owner’s House on the Banks of the Canning. 

 Every endeavour was again made to discover and punish the offender, five parties of Military and Civil 

force combined were sent out in search of them and the Magistrates zealously exerted themselves to 

fulfil the instructions of Government, but it was all of no avail.   

 One suspected body only of the Native population was met with and in the attempt to take them 

prisoner, a principal Actor in the York murder is supposed to have been severely wounded.   

 But the perpetrators of these crimes are still at large and with such means as it now possesses the 

Executive Government have not only been unable to bring the offenders in these particular occasions to 

justice but it finds itself powerless to guard against the recurrence of such events for the future. 

 For this evil I can discern no remedy but in the formation of a separate Body of Police who may always 

be kept in readiness to start in pursuit - whenever any murder or Robbery is committed and whose sole 

duty it will be to follow up and never to relax in their efforts until they have discovered the guilty 

parties; could we accomplish this we might hope, that here or elsewhere the fear of detection would 

operate as strongly as the example of punishment in the prevention of crime. 

 Your own knowledge, Gentlemen, of the enormous loss occasioned to the Colonists, from Native 

Robbery and violence, and the perfect impunity with which in very many, if not most cases the 

offenders have escaped, is however the best argument I can offer for the necessity of a Police Force. 

 I will select one solitary instance out of many of the destruction of property.   

 The same gentleman whose Shepherd Boy has been recently murdered and his flock of sheep at the 

same time plundered, has lost since the year 1833 stock principally consisting of sheep and goats, with 

some horses which if left undisturbed would at the regular common rate of increase, be worth now, on 

the lowest computation upwards of Four thousand Pounds. 

 Looking to the example of every well regulated community it cannot I should think be denied that a 

Police will be required sooner or later for the general good order of the Colony.   

 With this view of the Subject, it becomes a mere question of time and if the Council agree with me, in 

thinking that the period is arrived, when we may set about the establishment of such a force, 

commencing at first on a small scale, the consideration then comes, of the means of supporting it, which 

as I have before intimated, can only be effected by additional taxation. 

 Before however mentioning the several modes that have suggested themselves by which a fund may be 

raised for this purpose I must request your attention in the next place to the papers, which I have 

directed to be prepared and laid upon the table, showing the amount for the first six months of the 

present finance year of our receipts and expenditure.   
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 From these you will at once perceive that with all my desire to practice economy, the expenditure in 

some items has considerably transgressed the bounds set for it by the estimates, so that without 

contemplating any new charge upon the Revenue, it will be absolutely necessary to find some means of 

augmenting it, in order that extra and unforeseen demands may be provided for and that the progress of 

the Colony indicated by its daily advancing wants, may not be paralyzed.   

 Every explanation of the several sums shown by the papers on the table to have been overdrawn, which 

Members may require will be afforded, and should the bill, which will be read a first time today, pass, I 

shall then request your sanction to the mode, in which I would suggest that the money to be raised by it 

shall be appropriated. 

 I have had under my consideration three different sources of taxation, 

1st A Poll Tax of a certain amount per head on all stock 

2nd A Land Tax and 

3rd A per centage duty on sales by auction, together with auctioneers licences. 

 I will take these as I have here enumerated them giving my reasons as I go along for their adoption or 

rejection. 

1st  the tax on stock is in my opinion a most objectionable one: it is a pernicious tax, in as much as 

it is levied directly upon one of the prime necessities of life, and that in a country which 

without importation of supplies from other quarters would be able barely, if at all, to support 

its inhabitants; it is a partial tax, it concerns one article only and must therefore be fined at a 

high rate and would be most severely felt in the consumption of that article by those who can 

least afford it, persons of small means and large families; it is an uncertain tax, a deficient 

supply of rain may destroy the pastures, or too much rain may produce rot and disease amongst 

the cattle and thus the net proceeds to the public chest, might be kept constantly fluctuating. 

2 The Land Tax.  This seems to me to be free from all these objections, and to have many 

advantages of its own.   

 I need not repeat to you, Gentlemen, what was so ably illustrated by the Honorable, the Advocate 

General, on the first day of the last Sessions of Council when moving, that the prayer of a Memorial 

from the Merchants respecting the new duties, on wines, Spirits and Tobacco, should be refused that all 

taxation except in very particular, or extreme cases, falls on the consumer and not on the producer of 

the article taxed, but I will only observe, that as we are dependent on the earth for every thing we 

require for our nourishment and support this tax would reach the pocket of every individual of the 

community, in proportion to the consumption by himself and his family and yet in so wide and general 

a way that it would scarcely be felt by any one, whilst as regards those large proprietors who have more 

land than they care either to cultivate or make use of, it falls upon a class who are best able to bear it, 

and what is of equal, if not greater importance, it reaches the Absentee Landlord who is very willing to 

live away himself from the hardships and discomforts of existence in a new Country and to leave his 

own lands waste, knowing, that in proportion as his neighbours’ properties through their toil and 

exertion, improve in value, the worth of his must increase also. 

 Such, Gentlemen, is my view of this important subject, but I have found since giving public notice of 

the intentions of Government to propose this tax, that the opinion of many on this point would be 
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opposed to my own and being unwilling where the public good was the object, to force forward a 

hostile or unpalatable measure, I have put aside my conviction of the superior expediency of this mode 

of taxation, in favor of the third namely an Auction duty, which however I scarcely contemplate, will be 

found by itself sufficient for all we may desire to accomplish. 

 This tax has an advantage over its fellows, in being of a more voluntary character, no one need pay it 

except he choose to subject himself to it by becoming a purchaser at a sale, and he is then fully aware 

beforehand of the extent to which this tax will affect him, he will in fact regulate by bidding 

accordingly. 

 From the data laid before me, the whole value of the goods sold at auction in this Colony during the 

course of the last year, may be taken at about £15000 it is intended to require that a licence shall be 

taken out by Auctioneers and that a duty shall be levied on the produce of their sales of 5 per cent which 

we may calculate will give us about £750 per annum. 

 To this explanation, Gentlemen of the topics which will principally occupy our attention at this time, I 

have only to add that two Bills will be laid before you, the one is a Bill to regulate the licensing of 

Auctioneers and the collection of duties on Property sold by Auction.   

 The other is a short bill respecting Stray Cattle, the frequency of which at all hours by day and by night, 

in the Streets of Perth to the danger of the inhabitants, and the destruction of their gardens, and 

cultivations, calls imperiously for some interference of the Legislature. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. THE GOVERNOR then moved that the two following Bills be read a first time, namely 

 A Bill to regulate the licensing of Auctioneers and the collection of duties on Property sold by 

Auction and 

 A Bill to provide a remedy against Horses and other Live Stock Straying in Towns. 

 The above Bills having been read a first time His Excellency proposed that they should be read a 

second time on Wednesday the 23rd Inst; which was agreed to by the Council. 

2. MR TANNER moved for a Return of the number of Pupils and names of the Masters of the different 

Schools in the Colony and that the detail of the Parliamentary Grant be laid before the Council 

which were agreed to. 

Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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23 OCTOBER 1839 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on 23 October 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

W.L. Brockman Esquire 

Thomas Peel Esquire 

William Tanner Esquire 

Prayers having been made the Governor took the chair and placed on the Table the papers moved for at the Last 

Meeting. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. And the Order of the day having been read His Excellency moved the second reading of a Bill to 

regulate the licensing of Auctioneers, and the Collection of duties on property sold by Auction.   

 The Bill was accordingly read a second time, when it was proposed that the duty chargeable on Goods 

sold by Auction should be fined at the rate of 2½ per cent; which was agreed to by the Council.   

2. HIS EXCELLENCY then moved the third reading of the Bill on Monday the 28 Instant and His 

Excellency moved the second reading of A Bill to provide a Remedy against Horses and other 

Live Stock Straying in Towns; and the Bill having been read a second time it was proposed by 

a Member to extend the operation of the Bill to the Country which was agreed to the words 

“about any Town” in clause II to be omitted, and the following words to be inserted, “on 

Crown Land, or on Land which shall be at the time unoccupied whether within any Town site 

or not” 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then proposed the third reading of the Bill as now amended on Monday, the 28th 

Instant. 

Adjourned. 

______________________
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28 OCTOBER 1839 

At a Meeting of the Legislative Council held at Perth on the 28 day of October 1839 

Present 

His Excellency The Governor 

The Honorable The Commandant 

The Honorable The Colonial Secretary 

The Honorable The Surveyor General 

The Honorable The Advocate General 

George Leake Esquire 

William Tanner Esquire 

Prayers 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR having taken the chair the order of the Day was read. 

NOTICES OF MOTION AND ORDERS OF THE DAY 

1. HIS EXCELLENCY moved the third reading of: “A Bill to regulate the licensing of Auctioneers and 

the Collection of duties on Property sold by Auction” which was accordingly read and passed. 

2. HIS EXCELLENCY then moved the third reading of “A Bill to provide a remedy against Horses and 

other live stock Straying in Towns”. 

 THE ADVOCATE GENERAL stated that on considering the effect of the amendment, proposed by an 

honorable member and carried and inserted in the second clause of the Bill, it was found that 

the object which he had in view would not be attained, as a fine could only be inflicted, by the 

wording of the clause inserted, “on Horses and Cattle Straying on Crown and unappropriated 

Lands” and not on the Lands of Settlers where the evil was felt; he should therefore move that 

the Bill be read that day six months; which having been seconded and agreed to by the 

Council. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then stated that to obviate the difficulty a Bill had been prepared with the words 

‘within the said Colony whether in a Townsite or not’ which if the Council approved he would 

move that the rules be suspended and that the Bill be read and carried through its several stages 

that day.  The Council having approved the Bill was read and passed accordingly. 
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3. HIS EXCELLENCY then stated that the Bill for the Collection of duties having passed the Council, he 

would now apply to the Members for their vote for the different items, to which he proposed 

the revenue to be derived should be applied; and he could now submit a supplementary 

estimate for their consideration as no reply had been received from the Secretary of State 

relative to the estimates transmitted for Her Majesty’s sanction.   

 The amount of Revenue he expected would amount to £450 and he should propose that a sum 

amounting to £300 should be expended in the formation of a Police, which was agreed to, the 

Members voting as follows 

    Ayes……………………………………5 

    Noes…………………………………....1 
  Ayes     Noes 

 The Honble Commandant   W. Tanner Esq 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 George Leake Esquire      

 HIS EXCELLENCY then proposed that £100 be applied to pay the Salary of the Clerk to the Council.  

The duties of this office were originally performed by the Colonial Secretary, but great 

inconvenience had been experienced in the time of the Late Governor, and, these duties could 

not now be performed by him without an additional Clerk, which would cost the sum proposed 

and be attended with this objection that they could not expect the same secrecy in this case in 

all matters brought before the Council.   

 The Confidential Clerk had discharged these duties, which were considerable since the first of January 

and His Excellency now proposed that he should be paid at the rate of £100 from the 

commencement of the financial year that 1st of April.  Which was agreed to the members 

voting as under  

    Ayes……………………………………4 

    Noes…………………………………....2 
  Ayes     Noes 

 The Honble Commandant   G. Leake Esquire 

 The Honble Colonial Secretary   W. Tanner Esquire 

 The Honble Surveyor General 

 The Honble Advocate General 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then proposed that £30 should be applied for the purpose of procuring a suitable 

building for Public Offices at Albany, the original building having fallen into decay, and it was 

necessary to have a place to hold the Sessions and for the Office of the Resident and also 

where the Assistant Surveyor could prosecute his drawings, and deposit his instruments.   

Agreed to by the Council. 

 HIS EXCELLENCY then proposed that the sum of £20 be paid to the Colonial surgeon in addition to 

£30 already voted for a Medical attendant at Fremantle, but who had resigned, on condition of 

the Colonial Surgeon visiting Fremantle once every week and oftener if required, until a 

Medical attendant could be stationed there.   

125 



[1839] 
 
 The hire of a Horse was 10/ per day and as there were other expenses, the Council would not consider it 

too much for his services.   

Agreed to by the Council. 

When the Council Adjourned. 

______________________ 
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